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Winter Views of Kalamazoo River
by Nicole Rinckley
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Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day

New Year’s Day

Drinking water comes from deep within the ground so remember it is our actions that 
can make a difference. Dispose of your waste properly.

Tip: DE-ICING: Shovel snow and ice often to limit use of sand, salt and de-icing chemicals.  
Act: Visit the Salt Watch site to learn more about salt’s impact on our water resources: 

https://iwla.org/salt-watch/

Online Rain Barrel & Composter 
Sale, visit bcwater.org

Enter The Kalamazoo River 
Watershed Photo Contest! 
Visit bcwater.org
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January

2026 For more information on how you can do your part	 visit the Battle Creek Area Clean Water Partners at www.bcwater.org 



February Sky on Cedar Lake
by Craig Hewitt
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“Do unto those downstream as you would have those upstream do 
unto you.” -Wendell Berry

Tip: Household Cleaners: Protect your drinking water. Never pour household 
cleaners down the drains, sinks or onto the ground.  

Act: Visit USEPA’s website for information on chemical products.
www.epa.gov/saferchoice

Online Rain Barrel & Composter 
Sale, visit bcwater.org

Enter The Kalamazoo River 
Watershed Photo Contest! 
Visit bcwater.org

Groundhog Day

Valentine’s Day

Presidents’ Day

2026 For more information on how you can do your part	 visit the Battle Creek Area Clean Water Partners at www.bcwater.org 
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Water that flows within Calhoun County will end up in Lake Michigan.



Reflections on Whitford Lake
by Randy Wallace
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“Thousands have lived without love, not one without water.”
– W.H. Auden

Tip: IRRIGATION: Learn plants’ water needs and water appropriately. 

Act: RAINWATER: Purchase a rain barrel to capture water. Rain barrels help 
reduce runoff that can carry contaminants into storm drains and into our 

waterways. Visit bcwater.org for more information.

Electronics & Polystyrene #6 
(Styrofoam) Recycle Event at DPW 
150 S.Kendall St., Battle Creek 
from 9am-11am visit bcwater.org

Online Rain Barrel & Composter 
Sale, visit bcwater.orgDaylight Savings Begins St. Patrick’s Day First day of spring

Calhoun County schools 
Spring Break through 
April 3

2026 For more information on how you can do your part	 visit the Battle Creek Area Clean Water Partners at www.bcwater.org 

March



Great Blue Heron near Kalamazoo River Dam
by Benjamin Young



SUNDAY MONDAY WEDNESDAYTUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

 “To be without trees would, in the most literal way, to be without our roots.”
– Richard Mabey

Act: Adopt a storm drain. Keep it clean of leaves, dirt, grass clippings and 
other debris.

Pre-paid ONLY! Rain Barrel/
Composter Pick Up at DPW 150 
S. Kendall St., Battle Creek from 
4pm-6pm visit bcwater.org Good Friday

Easter Sunday

Earth Week
Administrative
Professionals Day

Tax Day

Arbor Day

2026 For more information on how you can do your part	 visit the Battle Creek Area Clean Water Partners at www.bcwater.org 
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Our National Bird at Kiwanis Youth Conservation Area
by Helene Bocklund
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31

May
“A river cuts through rock not because of its power but because of its 

persistence.” – Jim Watkins

Act: No wipes in the pipes! Those “flushable” wipes are not so flushable. They 
can clog pipes resulting in major problems on your own property and with 

equipment used in treating our wastewater.

Enter The Kalamazoo River 
Watershed Photo Contest! 
Visit bcwater.org

Mother’s Day

Memorial Day

2026 For more information on how you can do your part	 visit the Battle Creek Area Clean Water Partners at www.bcwater.org 
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Boat in the sky on Goguac Lake
by Caleb Francisco
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“Always be like water. Float in the times of pain or dance like waves along 
the wind which touches its surface.” – Santosh Kalwar

Tip: PET WASTE: Prevent bacterial contamination of our surface and groundwater 
by cleaning up anything “left behind” on your walk.

Father’s Day

First day of summer

Juneteenth

Enter The Kalamazoo River 
Watershed Photo Contest! 
Visit bcwater.org
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2026 For more information on how you can do your part	 visit the Battle Creek Area Clean Water Partners at www.bcwater.org 

June



Bridge Over Water on the Kalamazoo River
by Olivia Rice
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“We have a single mission: to protect and hand on the planet to the next 
generation.” – Francois Hollande

 Tip: Never flush MEDICATIONS down the drain or toilet. They can end up in the 
ground and eventually in the water we share.

Act: Visit www.drugfreebc.org for medicine disposal locations. (Most police 
departments and pharmacies have RedMed Boxes)

Independence Day

Enter The Kalamazoo River 
Watershed Photo Contest! 
Visit bcwater.org

Last Day to Submit Photos: 
Enter The Kalamazoo River 
Watershed Photo Contest! 
Visit bcwater.org

2026 For more information on how you can do your part	 visit the Battle Creek Area Clean Water Partners at www.bcwater.org 
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Dancing on the Kalamazoo River
by Collins Francisco
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30 31

“To do good, you actually have to do something.”
-Yvon Chouinard

 Tip: Properly close abandoned wells on your property as they can contaminate 
our groundwater. Call Calhoun County Public Health Department for more 

information 269-969-6370.
Act: SEPTIC SYSTEMS: Properly maintain septic systems as they can pollute 

both our surface and groundwater supply. Visit the EPA’s
SepticSmart site at: epa.gov/septic

2026 For more information on how you can do your part	 visit the Battle Creek Area Clean Water Partners at www.bcwater.org 
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Northern Lights Refletions on Graham Lake
by Shota Ito



SUNDAY MONDAY WEDNESDAYTUESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

“Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going 
to get better. It’s not.” -Dr. Seuss

Act: Help reduce costly repairs and stinky backups in your home and in 
the city by disposing of fats, rags, oils, grease (FROG) in the trash - not in 

your drains.

Labor Day

First day of fall

Register at
bcwater.org

2026 For more information on how you can do your part	 visit the Battle Creek Area Clean Water Partners at www.bcwater.org 
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Majestic Sunrise at Spring Lake
by Simon Thalmann
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“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; 
indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”

– Margaret Mead

 Tip: FALL LEAVES: Help keep leaves out of our storm drains by mulching them into the lawn, 
bagging for removal or hiring a lawn service for fall cleanup.  

Act: Join us for Krazy for the Kazoo Stewardship Day.
Visit bcwater.org for more info.

Child Health Day

Columbus Day Boss’s Day

Halloween

8:00am-noon, visit
bcwater.org

2026 For more information on how you can do your part	 visit the Battle Creek Area Clean Water Partners at www.bcwater.org 
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Fall Sky on Cedar Lake
by Craig Hewitt
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“The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago…the next best time is 
NOW.” -Chinese Proverb

Tip: RECYCLE RIGHT: Visit www.bcwater.org/recycling/ for more information.

Act: Remember to keep recyclable items loose in your recycle cart. Do not bag 
them. Plastic bags or films are not accepted in your curbside recycle program

Daylight savings time 
ends

Veterans Day

Thanksgiving Day

2026 For more information on how you can do your part	 visit the Battle Creek Area Clean Water Partners at www.bcwater.org 
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A very cold day on Waubascon Creek
by Isobel Guck
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“In every walk with nature one recieves far more than he seeks.”
-John Muir

Tip: DE-ICING: Shovel snow and ice often to limit use of sand, salt, and
de-icing chemicals.

Act: Visit the Salt Watch site to learn more about salt’s impact on our water 
resources: https://iwla.org/salt-watch/

First day of winter Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
Hanukkah Begins Kwanzaa Begins

New Years Eve
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2026 For more information on how you can do your part	 visit the Battle Creek Area Clean Water Partners at www.bcwater.org 
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